Celebrating #NationalForageWeek 2025 From the American Forage and Grassland Council
During National Forage Week 2025 (June 15–21), we’re recognizing the essential role forages play in the success of your operation and the stewardship of the land. Whether you’re grazing cattle, putting up hay, or managing pastures, forages are working year-round to feed your livestock, protect your soil, and keep your farm productive for generations to come.
Here are some forage facts to remind us all why healthy pastures and hayfields are one of the most valuable tools we have in production agriculture.
Forage Facts: Celebrating the Value of Forages in Agriculture and Conservation
1. Forages cover about 55% of the land area in the U.S., making them one of the most extensive and impactful land uses in the country.
2. Forages are defined as the edible parts of plants that provide feed for grazing animals or that can be harvested for feeding, including grasses, legumes, and forbs.
3. Forages support grazing livestock and wildlife habitat, enhance crop diversity, and provide critical ecosystem services like water filtration and carbon sequestration.
4. One acre of forage protects around 2 million pounds of soil, preventing erosion and improving soil stability.
5. Legume forages like alfalfa and clover fix atmospheric nitrogen, enriching soil fertility naturally and reducing the need for synthetic fertilizers.
6. Forage crops are an important source of pollen and nectar for honeybees and other pollinators, supporting biodiversity and crop pollination.
7. Perennial forage systems improve soil health over time, increasing organic matter, water-holding capacity, and biological activity in the soil.
8. Grazing livestock on well-managed forage lands helps maintain open spaces, preventing land fragmentation and supporting working farms and ranches.
9. Forages reduce surface water runoff and trap nutrients, protecting nearby water bodies from sediment and chemical pollution.
10. Well-managed rotational grazing systems using forages can increase productivity and profit, while supporting conservation goals and long-term land stewardship.
