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Each year Affiliate Councils are asked to submit a report highlighting activities, events and accomplishments over the year.  The reports are reviewed and the council who stands out the most will receive a $500 check from AFGC.  


Affiliate:  Michigan Forage Council
Date: January 15, 2023  		Submitted by: Kim Cassida 

Council Overview: 
The objectives of the MFC are: 
1. Promote the profitable production and utilization of forage and grazing land as a prime resource from agricultural lands for the efficient production of feed, food, and fiber products.
2. Provide a forum for the identification of problems and the exchange of ideas, expand basic and applied research, and promote education in the efficient production, utilization, and marketing of forage.
3. Provide a means for combining the efforts of service, supply, and production functions for a more efficient and profitable forage-animal agriculture.
4. Expend the marketing of Michigan grown forage crops as high-quality livestock feed.
5. Promote the value of forage crops for soil and water conservation and the abatement for air and water pollution.
6. Promote vigorous leadership and recognize outstanding achievements in the Michigan forage and grazing industry.

Events: 
Great Lakes Forage and Grazing Conference (GLFGC), March 17, 2022. 
· Attendance: 95

Forage Community Involvement:  
· MSU Extension: MFC works with MSU Extension for all events listed in the Events Section.
· NAFA – MFC is an Associate Member of NAFA.
· NatGLC – MFC serves as the formal Michigan advisory group for NatGLC .
· MFC sets the Forage Commodity Research priorities for the MI Legislature-funded competitive grant program, Project GREEEN.
· In Dec. 2022, MFC Board issued a call for proposals for our competitive Mini-grant program to support producer demonstration and research projects. Grants of up to $500/producer will be awarded.
·  MFC maintains an inventory of pasture sticks which are supplied to educational programs and producers at cost. 
· MFC contributed as a Forage Bus Tour sponsor for the 2022 NAAIC Conference held in Michigan.

Member Communications: 
· Michigan Hay & Grazier quarterly newsletter is prepared by an outside company. Two issues were published in 2022.
· Forwarded newsletters from NAFA and NatGLC
· Email announcements for forage related programs from MSU Extension
· MFC website: https://www.afgc.org/state-councils/michigan/

Youth Engagement: 
Nothing to report

Membership:  2022 - 54 members

Additional Information: 
Nothing to report.
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